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3rd June 2005
MEDIA RELEASE

Clean Green Southern Rocklobster - Number One In Environment According To United Nations
The Southern Rocklobster industry’s highly successful “Clean Green” environmental management program, has won a United Nations (Association of Australia) 2005 World Environment Day Award, Southern Rocklobster Limited’s Chairman , Mr Roger Cotton announced today. 
The Clean Green program is a training and accreditation system providing “pot to plate” environmental, food and workplace safety standards with independent 3rd party auditing of practices.

The Clean Green program was awarded first place in the Business Enterprise Awards section – Environmental Best Practice Program.

Mr Cotton said, “I am delighted that the program has been recognised through winning this award. This is a credit to an industry that takes its environmental responsibilities very seriously. It is a groundbreaking industry response to community demands for “clean” or safe food and work practices, and a sustainable or “green” fishery and marine environment.

“Central to the success of the Clean Green program are the environmental standards, each of which has been independently audited, providing credentials exceeding anything previously available to the seafood industry,” he said.

Believed to be a world first for the rocklobster industry, the Clean Green program has been enthusiastically embraced by licence holders in South Australia, Victoria and Tasmania, with already 238 industry members trained and 133 vessels independently certified as “Clean & Green”.

The Clean Green program has been established to meet emerging market, community and government challenges, at all levels of the supply chain, in an industry worth half a billion dollars and employing 3,000 people across three states.

“We have had tremendous support in developing the program over the years from industry, FarmBis, at both the state and federal level, and Seafood Services Australia. We are pleased to have delivered a program with real environmental outcomes,” Mr Cotton said.

“It is one thing to have codes of practice and claim to be Clean and Green, it is another to set the standards, train the industry and have an independent auditor certify the industry actually meets the best practice standards.”

“We are honoured to have won such a prestigious award,” he concluded.

The awards were presented on Friday 3rd June in Melbourne.
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